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Abstract

After opening the textbooks edition for non-governmental publishers in 1989, the
diversity and quality of textbooks is one of the most important problems which compatriots
pay much attention. The aims of this article are reviewing the changes about the systems of
edition, review and approval of the science textbooks, and then, analyzing the content
regarding electricity in junior high school science textbooks under different systems of
edition, review and approval. The researcher in this study is much interested in the
diversities of the total numbers and ratio of important sub-topics of electricity, the
arrangement of teaching-learning sequences, as well as the designed teaching activities that
related to students’ alternative conceptions between different textbook versions. The
research results show that the diversity of textbooks only results from the revisions of
curriculum standards. From the change between the curriculum standard in 1994 to the
grades 1-9 curriculum guideline in 2000, there are more factors to influence the diversity of
textbooks, for example, the revisions about curriculum guideline/standard, and the factor of
unified or non-governmental edition. However, except one version among four analyzed
textbook versions, there is no obvious different among them. This study takes the topic of



electricity for example to suggest Ministry of Education should encourage more researchers
to devote themselves to the research and evaluation of textbooks. And the selection of
textbooks should make sure to base on those research results. If so, it will promote the
uniqueness and diversity as well as enhance the quality of textbooks.

Key words: Science textbooks, Diversities of textbooks, Electricity, Compilation and
review system



