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Abstract

This study was conducted to explore the views of junior high schools’ science teachers
about the development of a new textbook relevant to the nine-year science curriculum. Also
investigated were the influencing factors of the aforementioned views. Eight volunteer
science teachers from three junior high schools located in northern, middle, and southern
Taiwan participated in this project. The research period lasted for a semester in 2005.
Procedures concerning taking field-notes, videotaping expert meetings, interviews, and
answering a five point Likert-style questionnaire were followed to investigate teachers’
perceptions about the new science textbook. All the procedures were administered to the
participants in the middle and at the end of the semester with the purposes of exploring
teachers’ views on new science textbook. The results revealed that the science teachers
tended to pay more attention to the wordings, sentences, pictures, and the amount of the
content. However, whether the new textbook could reflect the ideas of nine-year science
curriculum, fit the students’ capability, learning motivation and promote their learning and
thinking were rarely noticed. It was also found that the factors which affected science
teachers’ views of the new textbook included their teaching schedules, students’ scores on
the exam, and their previous teaching experiences. In summary, this study could provide not
only teachers’ views of a new version of textbook, but also a referent for future
development of science curriculum.

Key words: Gradel-9 Curriculum Reform, Development of a new textbook, Teachers’
views on a new textbook



