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The Conversion of a Junior High School Math Teacher’s

Professional Knowledge by Means of Narrative Analysis

Abstract

Using the narrative analysis method, the study investigated the conversion process of
a junior high school math teacher’s professional knowledge in teaching sites. The
participant is a math teacher who has taught in junior and senior high school for over
ten years. The data consisted of the participant’s personal narrative and the
researcher’s notes of the teaching sites. The researcher analyzed the participant based
upon Tyler’s perspectives of modernist curriculum—*“What educational objectives the
school attempts to achieve,” “What educational experiences help achieve the objectives:
the perspectives of materials (curriculum)”, “How to organize these educational
experiences effectively: the perspectives of teaching methodology (teaching),” “How
we make sure if we have achieved these objectives: students’ performance (students).”
These aspects display the development of the participant’s professional knowledge.
The results have shown that with the past years of teaching experiences the participant
has converted from modernist notions of postmodernist notions. The conversion

99 ¢¢

process ranges from the perspectives of “knowledge is accumulative,” “experiences are

replicable,” “science is rational and absolute,” to the conceptualizations of

2 <¢

“irreduction,” “nonabsoluteness” and ‘“undefinition.” Through such conversion can

the participant receive the social multiple questionings and challenges.

Key words: narrative analysis, professional knowledge
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