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The Research of the Structured Controversy Model in Issues-Centered

Approaches to Teaching Environmental Issues
Chih-Hao Huang* Ming-Chia Li® Hui-Yuen Liu®
'Changhua Chyau-Tour Primary School
Taichung Wen-Chang Primary School

Graduate Institute of Environmental Education, National Taichung University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to apply a environmental issues based on the structured
controversy model in issues-centered approaches for elementary school students, made teachers
know about how to apply this method of teaching, and helped students develop the ability of
Critical Thinking, esteemed multiple comments, shared different views, and practiced deep thinking.
First, we talked about which environmental issue we wanted to learn, and searched information
about it with the teacher and students. We practiced the instruction at alternative learning periods,
spent two weeks (total about four hours), and our process included discussions, debates, playbills
making, and reports publishing, then the teacher made some comments on student’s proposal. The
researching approach was gathering some portfolios of our students for analysis. There were
discussion records, observation and reflection record by teacher, and some interviews after
approaches. The results were as follows: our students were interested in the structured controversy
model in issues-centered approaches, more understood the content about stray dogs, learned how to
deal with stray dogs, and developed correct values of pet-care. Then they were glad to share their
comments, forgave and esteemed others, boldly expressed, and accepted common consensus.

Finally, we gave some suggestions for this structured controversy model according to our
study. The suggestions are as follows: teachers could apply this approaches to teach environmental
issues at normal or alternative learning periods for one or two times. Thus we could foster the
democratic literacy , the environmental literacy, and found answers by scientific methods.

Key words: issues-centered approach; structured controversy model, environmental issue,

environmental education
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