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Elementary School Student Perceptions of
Science Teacher’s Knowledge

Fu-Pei Shieh Jeng-Fung Hung
Institute of Science Education, National Kaohsiung Normal University,
Kaohsiung, Taiwan

The purpose of this study was to investigate what are students’ perceptions of
science teacher’s knowledge. The Survey Research Methodology was applied in this
study. "The Student Perception of Teachers’ Knowledge”(SPOTK) questionnaire was
used to explore students’ perceptions of their science teacher’s teaching. The sample
included a science teacher and the third, the fourth, the fifth, and the sixth grade
students in elementary school (N=202). This study assesses teachers’ pedagogical
content knowledge from the students’ point of view. Study results indicate that the
students perceived their science teachers as generally knowledgeable and competent,
and the students’ perception of their teachers’ knowledge varied with such factors as
teachers’ educational backgrounds and teaching years. The study also finds that the
teacher’s perception was little different from students’, but not significant, that means
their perceptions were very similar in the same class.

Key words: pedagogical content knowledge, perception
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