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The Correlation between Safety Culture and Safety Performance in
Labs within Universities and Colleges

Tsung-Chih Wu
Department of Industrial Safety & Health, Hungkuang University

There has not much consensus on the cause, the content and the consequences of
safety culture in the past 20 years. Moreover, there is an overall lack of models
specifying the relationship of the culture with safety performance. In this paper, the
author will construct the potential relationship between the culture and the
performance according to system theory. A self-administered questionnaire survey
was sent to 239 labors safety and health managers at 135 universities and colleges in
Taiwan in 2001. Pearson product-moment correlation and Canonical correlation
analysis shows that there is a significant positive correlation between the culture and
the performance. And stepwise regression analyses demonstrate that artifacts are the
most significant predictors of the performance. This result suggests that universities
may improve safety performance by creating proactive safety culture.

Keywords: Safety Culture, Safety performance, Safety management
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