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A Study of the Willingness of Participating
Science Activities of Elementary Students

Su-Ting Chu'  Long-Lih Yang’

'Nan-Hu Primary School, Taipei

*Deparment of Elementary Education, Taipei Municipal Teachers College

Abstract

In the present study, one instrument, namely, Willingness of Participating
Science Activities Scale (WPSAS) was developed and used to investigate the
relationships between the willingness of participating science activities and
students” grade, gender, the most and the least favorite subjects, and self perception
of their own science achievement in Taipei area. The subjects included in this study
consisted of 814 third to sixth grade students.

The results of validation study showed that internal-consistency reliability

(Cronbach «a coefficient ) of the WPSAS was 0.9244 . The results also indicated
that content validity and internal-consistency reliability were satisfactory.

The findings of this research are: (1) The willingness of participating science
activities of third and fourth grade students was significantly more than that of fifth
and sixth grade students. ( 2 ) However, there was no significant difference between
male and female subjects on the WPSAS scores. (3) Data analysis showed that the
most and the least favorite subjects, and self perception of their own science
achievement were both closely related to students’ willingness of participating

science activities.

Key words : the willingness of participating science activitie
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