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To Mobilize General Education to Raise the
Potential Audience of Musical Theater
Sector

Chang, Chieh”

Abstract

The musical theater is a part of performance arts in the culture and creative
industry, nowadays the Ministry of Culture promulgates law which clearly orders the
government to assist schools to set up all related courses regarding culture and
creative industry. Meanwhile the said Ministry also pushes the practice contents of
performing arts sector, including “expanding the population of performance arts
appreciation”. And in recent years the musical theatre receives more and more
attention from relevant departments such as performing arts, linguistics, children
education, and student society. The joint production from teachers and students as
well as the public show of musicals even become popular events in the campus.
Furthermore, the native-made musical has reached its maturity since its birth in late
1980s, evidenced by its production of excellent quality original musicals. However,
the General Education Program in higher education is entitled to push the expansion
of potential audience in the wake of rapid development of musical sector in Taiwan.

This research aims at twenty-six students who have received training from the
General Education, and who have taken the course that focus on musical theater. The
author tries to explore the relevant experiences regarding musicals of these students,
such as the favorite attitude towards musicals after take this course, his willing to
watch the live performance of musicals in the future, even his attitude and
comprehension to the native made musicals, through methods of questionnaire and
interview. This research hopes by using the unit teaching of General Education it
could raise the potential audience of musical theater, and finally results in the concrete
increase of appreciation population of native made musicals in Taiwan.

Keywords : General Education, Musical Theater, Potential Audience, Performance
Aurts sector, Culture and Creative Industry

“ Associate Professor, General Education Center, National Taipei University of Business.
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