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On Faking in the Market of Painting and 
Calligraphy during the Early Period of the 

Republic of China (1912-1937) 

Tao, Xiao-Jun* 

Abstract 
The relationship between painting and economy develops and changes step by 

step. When it comes to commercial economic century, the economical efficiency of 
painting is more obvious and outstanding. The economic purpose of painting 
influences not only the customers’ idea of investment,  but also the originator of 
paintings from many sides. In the early republic of china, living environment of 
The traditional intellectuals became severe because of the social transformation. 
They had to participate in the market of painting. Although this had good influence 
to the boom of the market of painting, this also led to the problem of fake paintings 
and ghostwriting. Between them, ghostwriting is a kind of behavior that someone 
else paint the part or whole of the painting with the acquiescence of the originator.  
Ghostwriting is very general among the famous painters and the upper class society.  
In addition, because of the original painters’ conn ive, this phenomenon become 
even more violent. Besides Batch production, a lot of folk masters took part in 
producing fake paintings. All these behavior can escape punishment because of the 
legal loopholes. It’s obvious that the ghostwriting and fake painting both have bad 
influence to the development of art. These negative products are of important value 
for us to study the history of painting market at the end of the Qing Dynasty fully 
and systematically. 
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