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Abstract

This study investigates the impact of the parents” education level, family’s cultural capital,
education expectations for their children, and students’ learning beliefs on the learners’
Chinese language achievement. Data from a valid sample of 2,750 7th graders in Keelung
City were analyzed. That used the “Long-term Follow-up Survey Database of Junior High
School Students Learning Questionnaire.” The results from regression analysis were as
follows: (1) The female students outperformed male students in their language achievement,
and the new immigrant and native students were not different; (2) The number of siblings
was found to be a significant but negative predictor for language achievement; (3) The
parents’ education level is a good determinant of the learners’ language achievement; (4) The
more learning resources available in the family, the better the learners’ language achievement;
however, the outdoor culture-related activities have significant but negative predictive power
on language achievement; (5) The students’ self-education expectation positively predicts
their language achievement; (6) The students’ learning attitudes and motivation positively
predict their language achievement; (7) The students’ learning belief and self-education
expectation were found to have mediating effects on language achievement. Finally, the
nationality and parents’ education expectations have no significant predictive power on
language achievement.

Key words: cultural capital, education expectations, learning beliefs, Chinese language achievement
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