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Abstract

Studies in the U.S. show that in schools with higher ratio of minority students, the low
expectations for students themselves due to the low educational expectations from
parents, and the lack of learning atmosphere can lead to the lower achievements for
their students. In Taiwan, it's common for minority students including aboriginals and
new immigrant children to live in suburban or outer city areas, and for schools in those
areas, will the learning atmosphere be less effective and the learning achievement be
lower just like the schools mentioned in those studies? Or, could students in these kinds
of schools be really willing to learn, and the poorer learning achievement be caused
by other deficiencies, instead of a poorer learning atmosphere? Accordingly, this study
employed relevant statistical analyses on the survey data from elementary schools to look
for the answers. The research results indicated that firstly, schools with higher ratio of
minority students, whose learning atmosphere and students’ educational expectations
are not significantly poorer and lower. Secondly, the learning achievement of students
in schools with a high proportion of indigenous children or those whose mothers were
new immigrants from Southeast Asia was generally poorer. This is because students’
low family socioeconomic status and insufficient educational resources provided by
their families, rather than the students’ lack of interest in learning or poorer learning
atmosphere in these schools.

Keywords: minority students, learning achievement, learning atmosphere, family educational
resources
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