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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the emotional expression issues of picture books
in Taiwan. Twenty-eight picture books were filtered from the “Selected Picture Books
and Children’s Reading” by “Good-Books-for-Everyone Campaign” and matched the
emotional expression criteria of this study. A content analysis method was applied
to analyze the chosen books regarding their nature of publication, types and clues
of emotional expression, wording, and pictures. Results showed that the nature of
these books were in line with the reading style of young children in kindergarten and
early years in elementary schools, regardless of font size, phonetic marks, colors, and
role settings. The emotional theme discussed most was “sadness” (42%). The largest
proportion of emotional clues was linguistic clues (93%) and the second largest was
facial expressions (89%). The linguistic clues were often obtained from text messages,
and the facial expressions could be observed from pictorial messages. Texts were mostly
printed in single color. Text positions were often aligned with pictorial messages, which
could guide readers to read messages accordingly and enhance their comprehension
of the characters’ emotions. The largest proportion of role setting used animal
anthropomorphism, and pictures were often created to be coherent through pages in
order to enhance the comprehension of younger children. A certain part of the color
design echoed the personalities, emotions, and traits of the characters, which highlighted
the emotions the characters aimed to express. Finally, conclusions were made and
suggestions about picture books regarding emotional expressions were proposed for the
application of practitioners, relevant publishers, and future research.
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