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Abstract

This article aims to expound how Huo Yuanjia in the book “Biography of Modern
Chivalrous Heroes” in the early Republic of China was “made” and “created” into a Tianjin
martial arts myth. In addition to the main material “Biography of Modern Chivalrous
Heroes,” this article also collected relevant journal papers from electronic databases such as
“Chinese Journal Full-Text Database” and “Huayi Online Library” and incorporated them
into the analysis. The results show that Xiang Kairan, the author of “Biography of Modern
Chivalrous Heroes,” writes martial arts and literary works based on the knowledge gained
from studying abroad and the background of traditional martial arts. He tried to improve the
positioning and value of martial artist through his textual discourses and then to break the
people’s stereotypes about martial arts. Particularly, the plots of the competition between Huo
Yuanjia and the strong men of various countries symbolized a kind of resistance and self-
defense of the weaker nation against the foreign powerful nation although those competitions
were interpersonal. This is by means of “fiction” and “fact” to shape the national hero of the
times. On the whole, Xiang Kairan successfully produced the Tianjin martial arts myth “Huo
Yuanjia.” Huo’s outstanding skills and body represented the national spirit and martialism,
which was enough to defeat the martial masters of various countries and the image national
hero of Huo won the nationality accepted by all classes of society.

Keywords: martial arts, chivalry, nationalism, martial arts myth
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