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Abstract

This article mainly focuses on assimilating Taiwan indigenous peoples to Japanese, and analyzes
the evolution of indigenous education policy during Japanese colonial period. This article
mainly observes at the evolution of indigenous education policy from three perspectives: law,
culture, and industry. This article is a historical research, through the analysis and discussion of
relevant historical documents, in order to further understand the evolution of official indigenous
education during the Japanese colonial period. From Taiwan Governor Kabayama’s “ignorant
and stupid indigenous peoples” in the early days of the Japanese occupation to “you and others
(referred to the indigenous peoples) are equal to Japanese citizens” and “becoming an upright
Japanese” by Kawasaki Police Chief during the Taisho period, we can see the Japanese colonial
officials’ perception of the indigenous peoples. That can also be seen that the Japanese colonial
officials’ perception of the indigenous peoples has changed, but is this true on a substantive level?
In terms of the legal status of the indigenous peoples, from the governor to the officials in charge
of indigenous affairs, there was a declaration that the indigenous peoples were subjects and
citizens of the Empire of Japan. If indigenous peoples were Japanese citizens, they should receive
equal education, but they receive a relatively inferior education. Generally speaking, “assimilation”
refers to cultural assimilation. Cultural assimilation was indeed the consistent goal of the
Japanese rulers, and the strategy was to allow the indigenous peoples to directly assimilate with
the Japanese without being disturbed by the Han peoples. Affected by the Wushe tribe incident,
cultural assimilation may have been moderately advocated, but under the imperialization
movement, compulsory cultural assimilation measures appeared again. From the perspective of
the assimilation of lifestyles, the Japanese rulers positioned the indigenous peoples as farmers
in terms of industrial development, and hoped that the indigenous peoples would switch
from hunting to farming. Of course, this kind of farming knowledge and technology was also
Japanese-style farming.
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