EILWII KBRS « AEMS545 1 ] > 5 19-40 (2024 -6 H)  DOI:10.6336/TUTEE.202406_55(1).0002
Journal of University of Taipei » Education Vol. 55 No. 1 pp. 19-40 (June, 2024)

SHRABNER | REENREERERAIAZ
TEEAMEmRE

BT
REERHR S SR S B

TEEEE TR
AR ¢ 333 BRE T ERILIE S b —#% 261 5F A1009 =
E-mail : ythuang01@mail.cgust.edu.tw
R EE 202341 H
BEZHIH 1 2024 £ 2

i

DIEWTSEf8 A B TIE B BV IE s RIB I B R 7 (T B MR R B B IR AR Ia M
HER R Ry BRI AR - K W8 H AV R B IR 1A R W (i 2h # TR Y
LA DM BENRHBEBNER  EREEE SRR - PFREER
KR BEEN B TIFEN EamFETRE  PIRAREE  EEEAHAT
TEE I E R & A COEBR T - TSR ECMRENER - 2E it
FERGR (P10 FEOFEEACERR) SRS A - RS ERIIIRMEEHE
BHAHE - oM  HHEEEREERGS - MIESEHETE L EEEBEAK
HE - HEECHNENBEENBREGZEHEND A M A RRrESE
TEREE » R AHEHCNMANEENREE R AHBNEEHNREER
FERI AL 1 S [E] 2 20 S4B 55 0 - BB AD A AR o ATAD - TR R
MR T HERENRN - B HHEEEENESR - WL B3 ES FREIEZ
REBEHDHTEBOEENE  EREPAZFHE - T8 LHEE  RENER
BEBR NGB - B BT Zh BT AR B Y 2 e T LR B A B 1 R A BT AR R O 5
BTENEREMNER -

BREEE ¢ e - H% - R Bt



EILHIIKREES « HEMS545 1 ] > 5 1940 (2024 26 H)  DOI:10.6336/JUTEE.202406_55(1).0002
Journal of University of Taipei + Education Vol. 55 No. 1 pp. 19-40 (June, 2024)

Finding the Meaning of Teaching:
Interpreting the Life Stories of Two Early
Childhood Educators From a Spiritual
Perspective

Yu-Ting Huang’

Assistant Professor, Department of Child Care and Education, Chang Gung University of Science and
Technology

"Corresponding author: Yu-Ting Huang

Address: Rm. A1009, No. 261, Wenhua st Rd., Guishan Dist., Taoyuan City 333, Taiwan (R.O.C.)
E-mail: ythuang01@mail.cgust.edu.tw

Received: January, 2023

Accepted: February, 2024

Abstract

Previous studies have pointed out that early childhood educators have high emotional
exhaustion and turnover intention, and spirituality is a negative factor affecting
emotional exhaustion and turnover intention. Because of the high turnover rate of
preschool educators, it is valuable to think about the teaching significance of preschool
educators from the perspective of spirituality. This study analyzes the significance of the
life stories of two senior preschool educators for teaching from a spiritual point of view.
I used interview method to collect the data. Research has found that when people come
to recognize themselves and external limitations through encountering setbacks, they
can obtain a transcendent perspective from their new social relationships (for example,
religious groups and counseling groups) and redefine the nature, identity, and mission of
the self from the context of the self. Teachers in a case like this may develop an altruistic
teaching motivation, be more respectful and inclusive of every child, and practice their
spiritual values in teaching. They believe that true teaching responds to the call of the self,
and they hope to extend the mission of teaching to their students’ families, communities,
and the world. In other words, preschool educators can find the meaning, mission, and
motivation of continuous teaching from the spiritual dimension. They believe that their
inner awareness and emotions will affect teaching and children. They provide an inclusive
environment for children and cultivate children’s respect and care for themselves and
others. They believe that the primary purpose of teaching is to connect families and
communities to work together for children’s happiness. The findings of this study suggest
that teacher training institutions should consider the importance of spirituality for
teachers, who can include activities in religion, philosophy, psychology, social service,
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and nature experience in their curriculum. Teacher training institutions should help pre-
service preschool educators to re-understand and define themselves from multiple and
transcendent perspectives, and to find their own teaching meaning, mission, and motivation.
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