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Abstract

The composition and interpretation of storylines and character traits in wuxia comics
have always adhered to the imagined consciousness of China or Greater China, conveying
these ideas through the medium of comics. This article explores, from a historical and
documentary analysis perspective, the ethnic imagination of martial arts and chivalry in the
comic series among Chinese people. The findings of this study are as follows: First, after
the Kuomintang government retreated to Taiwan in 1949, many martial artists followed,
enriching Taiwan’s martial arts heritage. Second, the combination of martial prowess and
chivalry is a display of martial arts and a modern expression and transmission of traditional
culture. The development of Taiwan’s wuxia culture, from early wuxia films to later novels
and comics, shows a rich historical context and responds to societal needs. Third, as time
progressed, the creation of comics gradually discovered new paths, especially in martial arts
comics. Emerging in the 1950s and entering a golden age in the 1960s, these works reflect
the cultural demands of the era and the significant role of martial arts comics. Wuxia comics
not only showcase martial arts techniques but through the visualized description of moves
like “Lan Que Wei” in Tai Chi, the comics enhance the expressiveness of martial arts actions
while deepening the cultural and symbolic meanings behind the techniques. Furthermore,
the unique combination of images and text not only enriches the narrative layers but also
strengthens its function as a cultural expression, and through the depiction of mentor-disciple
relationships and the spirit of martial virtue, it embodies the Chinese societal emphasis on
personal morality and social responsibility. In conclusion, wuxia culture has expanded from
print comics to multimedia platforms like animations, movies, and TV shows, thereby not
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only enriching the narrative arts of Chinese society but also promoting understanding and
appreciation of Chinese culture worldwide.

Keywords: wuxia, wuxia comics, Taiwanese martial arts, martial virtue
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