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Abstract

Taiwan Luzhou Shen-Chiang culture (commonly referred to as Shenyi or Shenjian
culture) was introduced to Luzhou from Fujian for hundreds of years. It has already
become the most popular and significant culture during religious ceremonies. The culture
of Shenjiang is closely related to its cultural ecological environment such as local history,
group identity, and social norms. This paper interprets the cultural transformation of
the Shenjiang tradition in Luzhou from the perspective of cultural ecology. It analyzes
the traditional cultural characteristics functions, and the rich and diverse cultural
meanings embedded in Luzhou. Furthermore, it explores the history and current state of
Luzhou’s Shen-Chiang culture, the crisis it faces, and considerations for its preservation
and development. In the process of traditional Chinese cultural history across different
dynasties, each has developed its own unique social characteristics. Within these
characteristics, one can observe a contrast between continuity and change. The Shenjian
culture is particularly flourishing in the southern Fujian region, while it is less prevalent
in Hakka communities. This difference is closely related to local customs, traditions,
and the regional economy. Through five distinct phases—deity phase, belief phase,
music phase, environment phase, and gaming phase—a local cultural identity naturally
formed. It not only carries the function of warding off evil spirits but also reflects the
consensus on unity and cooperation characteristic of traditional folk culture. The temple
festivals and rituals embody the spiritual faith and emotional reliance of the worshippers,
highlighting the relationship between humans and deities as intermediaries. In particular,
the role of embodiment of a deity reflects the pursuit of survival and desire of harmonious
relationship between men and gods. Over time, this has become a model of local cultural
identity with a sense of shared empathy strengthening the bonds within the community’s
cultural ecology. Through research methods such as fieldwork and interviews, the
analysis focuses on the flourishing of deity statues, rituals of worship, collaboration and
unity, deity statue craftsmanship, and cultural revival. The aim is to provide a theoretical
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reference for the preservation, inheritance, and exchange of the deity statue culture passed

down between Fujian and Taiwan.
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