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Abstract

Via an examination of classical education in religious kindergartens and the limits and
opportunities therein, this study aims to explore the process by which adults shape how
children read Classical Chinese literature and the reasons for their loss of interest towards
reading said Classics as they grow older, and how to maintain consistency in the reading
of classical literature from the two aspects of “reading” and “the Classics” This research
primarily utilizes semi-structured in-depth interviews to collect qualitative data from
thirteen research participants, which is then analyzed through thematic analysis and
comprehensive observation. The research findings indicate the following: (1) Regarding
the processes from which adults model a child’s engagement with Classical reading, the
primary motivations are of “character cultivation” and “training the five essentials of
classical reading,” while the actions taken involve compelling children to practice what
is regarded as an important ability, however, as children grow older, their involvement
in Classical reading tends to shift towards “stage-specific task completion,” and gradual
distancing, or onto “subject-oriented” pursuits that may or may not necessitate continued
reading. Surprisingly, throughout this journey of accompanying their children in
Classical reading, it is the adults who reap the most rewards on tacit self-experience,
patience, self-reflection, and empathy. (2) The reasons as to why children have less
and less interest in Classical “reading” as they age include factors such as “excessive

» «

imposition,” “conservatism among Classical teachers,” a lack of understanding regarding
“the purpose of studying Classical texts,” and an expansion of subjects required for
learning, among others. As children grow older, the visible external signs of a dislike for
Classical reading are specifically on “reading”, and not the Classics themselves. Initially,
there is a desire to escape from this “framework” Secondly, through shared reading with

parents and teachers, Classical education can achieve mutual resonance and a shared
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sense of experience. Additionally, it leads to adults tailoring their teaching to each child,
allowing children to learn according to their abilities and nature, ultimately fostering a love
for Classical reading. Finally, based on this research and subsequent recommendations, an
alternative perspective is provided for related teaching, parent-teacher-student interactions,
and education.

Keywords: classical reading, classical education, shared reading, parenting, humanities education
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