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Abstract

Chi Pang-Yuan (1924-2024) and Yang Jing-Yuan (1923-2015) are two female intellectuals
who both graduated from Chongqing Nankai Middle School and Wuhan University
during the War of Resistance period. There are many intersection points in the first half
of their lives. However, they took different paths after 1949: Chi Pang-Yuan moved to
Taiwan while Yang Jing-Yuan stayed in mainland China. Chi Pang-Yuan’s The Great
Flowing River: A Memoir of China, from Manchuria to Taiwan (2009) and Yang Jing-
Yuan’s “Mugin Yuan Chang-Ying” (2000) are works that not only depicted the latter
half of the authors’ lives but also portrayed two different mother images. These images
represent the reticence of women within the metanarrative. This paper focuses on the
mother-daughter relationships and mother images in The Great Flowing River: A Memoir
of China, from Manchuria to Taiwan and “Muqin Yuan Chang-Ying”, discussing how
daughters restore their mothers” voices through personal memory writing. In the first
section, this paper attempts to analyze mother-daughter relationship in Chi Pang-Yuan’s
work. This work portrays a typical image of traditional Chinese woman and reveals the
bond between the “new woman” and the “old woman”. In the second section, this study
focuses on “Muqin Yuan Chang-Ying”, examines Yang Jing-Yuan’s description of the
bond between mother and daughter who are both considered as literati. Particularly,
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the ambivalence in mother-daughter relationship revealed in Yang Jing-Yuan’s writing
is worth analyzing in depth. In these works, mothers’ voices are silenced owing to the
patriarchal history narrative or political campaigns, and daughters restore their mothers’
voices and reconnect with them through writing as a means to resist patriarchal ideology.
Based on above analysis, this paper aims to determine the different life experiences of female
intellectuals and explore how the bonds between the mothers and the daughters influenced
female literati’s writing during the post-May 4th period.

Keywords: Chi Pang-Yuan, mother-daughter relationship, personal memory, Yang Jing-Yuan
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