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Fire-prevention Concepts and Attitudes of
the 5™ and 6™ Graders in Elementary
Schools of Taipei

Ming-Yang Hsu", Chin-Wen Yen

Abstract

Fire disaster occurs mostly in man-made disaster, it usually causes considerable
damage to properties and human lives. This study aims to explore the knowledge of fire,
conceptual cognition of refuge, and behavioral attitudes toward fire-prevention of the
fifth and sixth graders of elementary schools, and to provide reference for program
designers. A fire prevention questionnaire, including the knowledge of fire, conceptual
cognition of refuge, behavioral attitudes for fire-prevention, and sources of concepts, was
developed. 1156 students of fifth and sixth graders in Taipei elementary schools were
chosen. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics, t-test, and Pearson’s

product-moment correlations. The major findings were as follows:

1. The ratio of right answers on fire-prevention concepts was 64.1%. Subjects’ behavioral

attitudes for fire-prevention were positive and active.

2. There was no difference in conceptual cognition of fire-prevention between boys and

girls. However, girls’ attitudes for fire-prevention were significantly higher than boys’.

3. The conceptual cognition of fire-prevention was apparently different between fifth and
sixth graders. Nevertheless, the difference of the attitudes for fire-prevention between

fifth and sixth graders was not evident.

* Professor, Graduate Program of Environment Education & Resources, Taipei Municipal University of
Education
“Teacher, Taipei Municipal Chun-Shan Elementary School
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4. The conceptual cognition of fire-prevention and attitudes for fire-prevention of
children who have visited fire bureaus or fire brigades were significantly higher than

other children.

5. Students who attended fire-prevention drill in schools were obviously better in

conceptual cognition of fire and attitudes for fire-prevention than other students.

Key words: knowledge of fire, attitude for fire-prevention, fire-prevention education





