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The Influence of the 7th Legistator’s
Election toward the Legislative Ecology in
Taiwan

Tsang-Hai Chen’, Jung-Lung Lin"

Abstract

In 2005, Taiwan reduced the number of legislative seats to 113 and changed its
legislative electoral system to mixed electoral systems combining single-member
districts and proportional representation. It is also called “combined-independent
system” being implemented in Japan, Russia, and Italy. In this system, the votes are
counted separately in both types of seat so that the share of the vote for each party
cast in the party lists is unrelated to the distribution of seats in the single-member
districts. In this article the authors discussed the electoral systems, party systems,
proportion of votes to seats, political landscape and legislative system. According to
the consequences of the Legistative Yuan election in 2008, There were three points
concluded in this thesis. First, the party system of Taiwan changed from Multiple
Party System into Two-Party System. Second, the party discipline was enforced and
contributed to the development of two-party competition. Third, Combined- independent

system squeezed the chance for small party to survive in the local political arena.

Additionally, the authors made some suggestions for the improvemet of combined-

independent system in the future by the approach of historical institutionalism.

First, the threshold should be set slightly lower. Second, the total number of

parliamentary seats was suggested to be increased. Third, the seats of Proportional

" Associate Professor, Department of Social and Public Affairs, Taipei Municipal University of
Education
" Master of Department of Social Studies, Taipei Municipal University of Education
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Representation could be added. Fourth, the government could provide financial

support for political parties to hold a primary election.

Key words: mixed-member electoral system, seats reduction in half, party system,

electoral system, Duverger rulers





