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A Comparative Study of Tu Fu and Ibsen’s
Family Life

Jan Erik Christensen’

Abstract
The Tang Dynasty poet, Tu Fu (712-770), lived a life of poverty filled with

frustrations. His career failed and he was also separated from his family for long
periods of time. Due to a life of misfortune and failure in achieving other people’s
expectations, he felt miserable, worried and anxious. The depth of these emotional
experiences gave the poet an unlimited creative power. In his poetry one can see his
strong belief in family values and naturally his desire for the reunification of his
country. The poems reflect the values of that period, therefore, he is often referred to
as the “Poet-Historian”. Despite of Tu Fu’s hardships in life his relationship with his
wife remained strong. One of his nicknames for her, “my old wife”, exemplified
his sympathy for her. His highest priority was to the welfare of his wife and children.
Regardless of the difficulties in his life he always kept up with his responsibilities
and duties as a father. At this time in Chinese history, society was governed by the
ancient feudal system. Tu Fu however had a more progressive way of thinking which
in many ways was ahead of his time. Tu Fu expressed his love and passion for people
in his poetry in a very innovative and unique way, which led to the popularity of his

poems.

Like Tu Fu, the famous Norwegian dramatist Henrik Johan Ibsen (1828-1906)
also went through difficult times before bearing the fruits of his labor. Through his
dramas, Ibsen raised his voice on behalf of modern European women and influenced

both the world of theatre and society more broadly. Both Ibsen and Tu Fu respected

" Norwegian Graduate Student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University
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and loved their wives. They showed this by attempting to write from both the male
and female perspective. Ibsen and his wife had one son, Sigurd. He played an
influential role in Sigurd’s life by providing a solid education. The lives of Ibsen and
Tu Fu show that love and affection to the family do not have any limitations based on
nationality or time. Both in the Western and the Eastern world, poverty can be a
significant creative source. No matter what time, race or place, love to ones relatives

always comes directly from the heart.

Key words: Tu Fu, Ibsen, Family, Eastern and Western Culture, Comparative

Literature.



