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The Elements and Steps of Reciting

Poem in the Southern Min

*
Mao-Jen Chen

Abstract

Poetry is one of the most musical forms in literature. Aside from their
inherent tempos, poems can exhibit melodic rhythms and radiate affectionate
sound while being recited. The beauty (of sound) wherein is profoundly
touching. Lately, poem-reciting has been experiencing a renaissance, and the
number of people reciting poems has been increasing. Novices of poem-reciting
usually just apply circulating antique rhythms to recite. However, to recite a
variety of poems by using the same rhythm often results in conflicts between
the rhythm and the tones of characters . Therefore, the beauty (of sound) in
poem-reciting cannot be properly appreciated. To correct such misuse and
provide a practical reference for reciting beginners, here the author briefly
describes the guidelines and steps of poem-reciting using self-composed

rhythms and the Southern Min Language.

Keywords: the Literary Pronunciation system, four tones, the Spoken
Pronunciation system, tonal patterns in classical Chinese
poetry, poem-reciting, pause, tunes changed with tones, the
Southern Min , producing rhythms by oneself
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