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The Research of Diffusion of Sounds
In Si-hai Hakka Dialect in Taiwan

*
Sung-lan Lu

Summary

Si-hai Hakka dialect mentioned in this essay indicates to a new Hakka synthesis
dialect, which formed after Taiwan Si-hsien Hakka contacted with Hai-lu Hakka.
Comparing and analyzing sounds in Si-hai Hakka, Si-hsien Hakka, and Hai-lu Hakka it
can be found that most of sounds are identical, except for some in Chi vowel(%e&F), Jang
vowel(Z4), Jin vowel(#55), Jhong vowel(##), Hsiesh She(#4%), Ji She (1-4%) P
41, Hsiao She (34#%) open mouth( B & ), Liu She (7% #%), Shen She (;#%), Shen She
(&%) open mouth ( B @ ) , San She (.Li#%) open mouth ~ close mouth (B4 ) , Jen
She (3%4%), Zen She (% 4%), and Geng She (#4#%) in ancient sounds.

The main reason for these differences is the change after Hai-lu Hakka contacting
with the mainstream Hakka dialect, Si-Hsien. Hai-lu Hakka inclined to the mainstream
dialect, and somehow “learned” from the mainstream, thus formed a new synthesis
dialect.

This kind of new dialect was first seen in Hakka-English Dictionary, published in
1926, and in examples of Hsiao She(#44#) in Collections of Hakka Basic Lexicons,
through 1895 to 1945. By the time in 1953, this dialect in Taiwan Taoyuan Hakka
Dialect had already examples expanded to 3™ level of vowels as Liu She (;%4%), Hsiao
group(3%4%), Shen She (%4%), Ji She (1£4%), Jen She (2:4%)open mouth ( B @ ). While
in 2000, examples in The Research of Taiwan Si-Hai Hakka Dialect had even expanded

* Associate Professor, Department of Taiwanese Languages and Literature, National Hualien
University of Education
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to eight She.

By observing the types of the combination we can discover that the simple sounds
in the beginning such as AAA or BBB, gradually extended to four types as BAA, BBA,
ABA, and BAB founded in Front-san area including Taoyuan, Hsinchu and Miaoli in
2000. It even extended to five types as BBA, ABA, BAA, AAB and ABB founded in
Back-san area including Hualien and Taitung in 2006. This transformation should be
caused due to the language contact, which was caused by frequently socializing,
resulting from the narrowness of land and crowded people in Taiwan. This essay will
analyze the evolvement of Si-hai Hakka dialect, and illustrate the change after language
contact, then conclude it’s kind of two-way diffusion effect.

Keyword: Language contact, Si-hai Hakka dialect, Synthesis dialect, Two-way
diffusion, Sound diffusion.
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