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Lesson Design and Post-Course Result
Analysis of the Application of Thematic
Teaching-Based Cooperative Learning in
Performance Skills Class

*
Yu-Jun Chen

Abstract

In this study, in the principle of thematic teaching-based cooperative learning, five
teaching topics (Painting Romance, Creation of Dreams, The New Last Supper,
Interesting Contrast, and Creative Pieces) were presented to the students for group
discussion and collaborative creation. Forty-eight students, including 2 elective students,
from the Department of Visual Communication Design of Ling Tung University were
used as subjects. The subjects received a 3-session (150-minute) instruction a week and
the course covered 15 weeks. The major classroom activities were whole-class
instruction, heterogeneous grouping and group discussion on presentation topics,
creation, presentation, discussion and assessment, reflections, and questionnaires
distributed for surveying students’ viewpoints on the course and their feedbacks on the
teaching topics. It was found that 50.5% of the students thought thematic teaching-based
cooperative learning was good for their learning attitude. Moreover, 59.2% of the
students believed that this teaching style could influence their learning achievements. We
can therefore safely conclude that the application of thematic teaching-based cooperative
learning in the Performance Skills class is appreciated by most students. Among the five

*Assistamt Professor, Departmemt of Visual Communication Design, Ling-Tung University
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teaching topics, the Interesting Contrast was the most popular, the most inspirational, and
the easiest for presentation, while the Creative Pieces posed a challenge for most students.
It is hoped that the study results can serve as a future reference for teachers of the
Performance Skills .

Keywords: thematic teaching , cooperative learning, performance skills



