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Kids Outside of “Angel Garden”: Dropout and
Recovery

Susyan Jou , Yao-chung Chang”

Abstract

This study aims to analyse (1) factors of studnets’ dropout and recovery; (2) needs
of dropout students and their parents; (3) satisfaction of students, parents and teachers
to the governmental policies. 83 dropout students, 53 parents and 30 teachers were
interviewed with structural and semi-structural questionnaires.

The results indicate that students and parents share the similar opinions on the
main factors of dropous, namely, prefer playing than studying and hanging out than
staying home. However, objectively, family still plays a major role of dropping out of
school. Half of recovery students are from low SES or broken family. Parents and
teachers both point out that parents intent to keeping their kids in school and trying to
control their kids, but fail most of time.

The study also finds that students usually spend their time doing nothing in
friend’s home or internet café during dropout period. Getting high school certificate
and adults encouragement are the most important factors to motivate dropouts to come
back to school. Once recovering back to school, students express the needs of more
non-academic curriculum, outdoor activities and less regulations of their behavior and
school performance.

Based on the findings, the study suggests schools employ a checklist for at-risk
students to evaluate their possibility of dropout. In addition, walk-in parenting
counseling, triangle communication among teachers-parents-studnets, alternative

curriculum and school activities are strongly recommended. Finally, government
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should re-consider to revise the regulations of issuing fines to parents — after all,
punishing parents has no or little help in bringing back the dropout students back to

school.

Key words: dropout, re-dropout, dropout recovery



