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The Succeed and Elaborate of Wang-Bi's
“Being/Non Being” and “Essence/Triviality
Contention in Wei-Yuan's {Lao-tzu

Denotation) (ETAFE)

Lipyn Huang’

29

ABSTRACT

This article is based on the theory of Wang-bi’s “Being/Non Being”, “Essence/
Triviality”, to explore the discussion over Taoism of Wei-Yuan’s {Lao-tzu Denotation )
(ZTAKFE) , so as to clarify Wei-Yuan’s succession to Wang-bi’s thought of
commentary on Lao-Tzu. and his own elucidation of contention and different needs in
the different era.

This article generalizes Wei-Yuan's “Being and Non Being is essence and
appliction” ( DIF ~ 588 - B ) and “Use Essence to rule the Triviality” ( SAH
7K ) to correspond Wang-bi’s thinking way of “Non Being act as Essence and Being act
as application)” ( DA 588 - DA ) and “exalt the Essence to control Triviality).

(FARER)

Through the comparison between the two theory, we can understand that
underneath Wei-Yuan’s claim, Tao and Confucianism help each other. “Being” is not
minor anymore, and it is equal to “Non Being”. Therefore, it becomes a major rule that
“Being” and “Non Being” are just equal.

On the other hand, Wei-Yuan living in Qing Dynasty confronts the powerful arme
from west, due to the concept of pragmatic and generation change, and he promotes
that “Essence” and “Trivialityare equal as well. Only if we keep our plain nature, and

progress with the time, the country can become powerful and prosperous again.

Key words: Wei-Yuan,Wang-Bi, { Lao-tzu Denotation ) (3% T 4% ), Being/
Non Being,Essence/Triviality
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