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Teachers’ Training on Human Rights
Education: Accomplishments and
Difficulties

Mei-Ying Tang
ABSTRACT

To echo the 10-year period (1995-2004) of the “Decade for Human Rights
Education” declared by the United Nations General Assembly in 1994, many countries
in the world have developed various education projects and programs. Among the work
in promoting human rights education, there is a major concern on teachers and teacher
trainers, who are the key persons to facilitate human rights education in schools.

Although Taiwan is not the member states of UN, there have been non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and professional groups initiating and supporting human rights
education in schools before the Ministry of Education set up a committee on human
rights education in April 2001. It is the main purpose of this paper to examine
teachers’ training and its difficulties over past years. First, summarize and analyze the
experience of the workshops and programs on teachers’ training. Second, explore
some factors concerning culture and education system, which may influence the
effectiveness of teachers’ training and hence affect the efforts on implementing human
rights education.

It is not to criticize the system and structure of education or to blame teachers only,
but it is appropriate to reflect what have been accomplished and then to plan what

future steps are needed toward the promise of the human rights agenda.

Key words: human rights education, teachers’ training, culture, and education system
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