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Abstract 

The main purpose of this paper is to enquire into the true meaning of academic 

freedom, and the possible role of academic freedom of university in a democratic society. 

The author believes that academic freedom contributes to the promotion and development 

of the democratization of a society. The degree of democratization of a society is also 

relative to the protection of academic freedom of universities. In this paper, we shall first 

try to give a specific and detailed definition of academic freedom. Secondly, we shall 

explore the traditional meaning and development of academic freedom. Thirdly, we shall 

try to sketch a justification for academic freedom. Fourthly, an attempted description will 

be given to the possible relationship between academic freedom of universities and 

democratization of a society. Fifthly, we will explore how academic freedom can be kept 

balance with academic duty or academic ethics. In conclusion, we shall reiterate that 

academic freedom is of pivotal importance to a university in a democratic society, and the 

academics should abide by academic ethics when enjoying the atmosphere of academic 

freedom in a university. 
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Academic Freedom

2003

                                                 
2 “A true university or college is a place in which the intellect may safely range and speculate, sure to find its equal in 

some antagonistic activity, and its judge in the tribunal of truth. It is a place where inquiry is pushed forward, and 

discoveries verified and perfected, and rashness rendered innocuous, and error exposed, by the collision of mind 

with mind, and knowledge with knowledge” (Cardinal Newman, 1872) 
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12 Students For Academic Freedom

http://www.studentsforacademicfreedom.org/  
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