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A curriculum Development in Thematic Curriculum

— The life of Leaves

Fu-Chi Yang* Pei-Lian Wang**

Abstract

Employing action research in this research, through participation and teachers’ growth groups,
with “action, observation, reflection, amendment”, and group cooperation to research and develop
teaching materials and to teach concerning information collections, the research focuses on
documents, reflective logs, classroom observations, interviews, and worksheets. Major discoveries
are as follows:
1.In thematic curriculums, there are many patterns. In integrated curriculums, we normally use a
single subject and transdisciplinary manner of teaching. Concerning the integrated method, we
normally integrate themes and disciplines, among which the thematic pattern is frequently used.

2.The Life of L eaves is a work researched and developed by many teachers over a long-term
basis, through teaching, interviews, questionnaires, worksheets, etc. From the students’
response, it indicated that they prefer activities with operation opportunities.

3.The project “The Life of Leaves” thematic curriculum is conducted through dispersed thinking,

coordination with present curriculum and 9-Year Overall Curriculum guidelines to design
teaching activities, which focus on lively operation, games.

4. Thematic integrated curriculum promotes teachers’ growth through teacher cooperation,

professional dialogue, peer cooperative research.

Keywords: thematic curriculum, meaning of environmental education

* Teacher of Taipei Yun-Lo Elementary School
** Professor of Taipei Municipal Teachers College
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