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Ecological Foundation and Concepts
for Environmental Education

Ching-Ming James Wang, Ph.D.*

Abstract

Ecology is the foundation of environmental education. The paper provides information to
clarify the philosophy of environmental education and the concept of ecology. First, this paper
explains the definition of environment and lists its different types, the system and the relative
concepts concerning the environment, the ecological structure and the important ecological concepts
concerning the environment. Second, this paper expounds the differences in environmental
philosophy and ecologica concepts between China and western-countries. The author brings in his
own ecological contention bases on the concept of environmental conservation in this chapter.
Finally, this paper introduces a table of environmental thinking concepts bases on the concepts in
human culture. In addition, the author analyzes the role of environmental educators, and brings in
ecological content of deep environmental education from his own experience.
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