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The Landscape Resources and Environmental
|nterpretation of New Zealand Westland and
Fiordland National Park

Ming-yang Hsu*

Abstract

New Zealand, sitting above the boundary of the Pacific and Indo-Australian plates, the collision
of the plates enforced the dramatic uplift of its mountains throughout geological time. The
mountains stand in the path of prevailing moist westerly winds that brings huge snow-falls at higher
altitudes and leads to the spectacular tectonic movement, glaciation. On the western side of the
Southern Alps, Westland National Park and Fiordland National Park are compact with striking
glacia scenic highlights, including valleys, fiords, lakes, hanging cirques and sharp crested mountain
peaks and ridges.

Fox Glacier and Franz-Josef Glacier, the dominating features of the Westland Nationa Park, are
two of the fastest moving and most accessible glaciersin the world. Being fed from particularly huge
snowfalls, these glaciers scour their way down the park’s valleys, and melts in the warmer
temperatures of lower altitudes where dense rainforests extend from glaciers to the sea. Along the
glecier tracks present the visitors with an unique icefall of crevasses, striation, moraine terrace, ice
strata, tunnel beneath the glacier and some grandeur scenery. Being the only glaciersto exist at such
temperate latitudes, their spectacular presence attracts thousands of tourists each year. Within the
Fiordland National Park, glacial lakes, U-shaped valleys, and horn pesks are severd
world-renowned tourist attractions. Taking its name from the glacier-carved coast, the sheer-sided
fiords is one of the most dramatic and beautiful parts of the park and its scenic climax, Milford
Sound, is described as the * eighth wonder of the world.’

Both Westland and Fiordland National Park have established an impressive network of

protected parks, reserves, marine reserves and wildlife sanctuaries for the protection and

* Professor of the Department of Science Education, Taipei Municipal Teachers College
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rehabilitation of the native flora, fauna and environment. Besides, the authorities have developed
comprehensive visitor facilities of easy accessibility and its integrated study and rational
management practices help to enable the twin goals of conservation and enduring utilization to be

achieved.

Keywords: glacier, fiord, national park
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