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Abstract 
Philosophy of education as one of the underpinnings of educational theory is an 

indispensable subject matter to teachers’ education that inquiries into the essence, end, 

criteria, meanings, and the function of education. It also has to do with the most significant 

questions with highly educational relevance: What is human nature? What is knowledge? 

What is true? What is virtue? What is the good? What is the nature of the world and man’s 

place in nature? Different responses to those questions will result in different strategies 

applied to such educational practice as the selection of subject matters, the arrangement of 

curriculums, the adoption of pedagogies, the formation of educational purposes, the 

management of school administrations, the stipulation and implementation of educational 

policies, etc. The importance of philosophy of education is evident and the research approach 

to it is vital for its construction and development. Different philosophies of education will 

provide us with different perspectives on education and largely determine our ways of 

educating. The twentieth century has been named an “Age of Analysis,” and the development 

of philosophy of education was greatly influenced by the analytic school which focuses on 

the method of analysis, i.e. conceptual, logical, and linguistic analyses and results in 

piecemeal and fragmentary understanding of realities. The philosophy of education of 

twentieth century was thereby misled, and our understanding of the educational reality was 

reduced to the analysis of educational conceptions and languages. With a view to providing a 

different perspective, the writer of the present paper is making an attempt to introduce the 

approach of creative synthesis proposed by contemporary process philosophers, especially 

Charles Hartshorne, as an alternative to the analytic approach.  
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Charles Hartshorne 

Hartshorne



7 

                                                 
1 John Cobb, Jr. (the Methodist) 1947 1952

(University of Chicago Divinity School) Hartshorne Whitehead

Whitehead Hartshorne John Cobb, Jr. 

David Griffin 1973 (Claremont School of Theology)

 (Center for Process Studies) (Process Studies) Whitehead Hartshorne
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Hartshorne
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2 Darwin

(genetic variation)

Birch (1991) Hartshorne Darwin

(chance events)  
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3 (evil) (sin)

Hartshorne(1970, pp. 237-238)
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4 Alexander Bergson

(1998, pp.  289-305  
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