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Abstract 

Although the most famous and important writing authored by Paulo Freire was 

entitled “Pedagogy of the Oppressed”, Freire hardly ignored the work of transforming the 

oppressors. When we try to reinterpret the educational texts of Freire, humanizing the 

oppressors is essential for the fulfillment of a society free from oppression and the 

inclusion of transforming the oppressors in his plan would make our comprehension of his 

educational thought more thorough. Nel Noddings argued in her “Women and Evil”(1989) 

that Freire didn’t consider the role of oppressors in his pedagogy, so we need to have a 

more comprehensive examination of ways in which the oppressors should behave, that is, 

pedagogy for the oppressor. 

The main purpose of this article is to explore the possibilities and content of so -called 

“pedagogy for the oppressors”. In addition to the arguments of Noddings’ “women’s 

experience”, this article borrows from K. Crenshaw, P. H. Hills, and others the perspective 

of “intersectionality” to inquire into the complexities of the oppression deeply rooted in the 

modern society, elaborating the content of “pedagogy for the oppressors” in terms of 

“pedagogy for the privileged” of A. Curry-Stevens and C. Seeley, and, furthermore, to 

discover the pitfalls of Freire’s pedagogy of the oppressed. By exploring the implications 

of “pedagogy for the oppressors”, the author hopes to offer some valuable contributions to 

the theories and practices of education striving for social justice in the modern democratic 

society. 

 

Keywords: pedagogy of the oppressed, pedagogy for the oppressors, intersectionality, 
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