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Teaching and Learning Side by Side: A
Study of the Model of Practical
Guidance in Co-teaching

Mu-Tsuen Kang'~ Shian Leou®

! Graduate Institute of Science Education, National Kaohsiung Normal University
’Department of Mathematics, National Kaohsiung Normal University
"y0982@tea.nknush.kh.edu.tw

Abstract

The study is aimed at exploring how the model of practical guidance in
co-teaching (MPGC) enhances the professional development of the intern
Mathematics teacher and the mentor. This study employs interpretive research
methodology case study. Four pairs of the intern Mathematics teachers and the
mentors were grouped to compose the learning community. One pair of IT and MT
was chosen to be the subjects. Data were collected through the observation in the
targeted teacher’s classroom, teaching journals, interviews and discourse analysis,
coupled with the evaluation on the teacher’s teaching competence and questionnaires
on the students’ feedback and interviews to evaluate the effects on the targeted
teachers’ professional development. The results show that after taking part in the
MPGC, the interns and the mentors have made a lot of progress in terms of
techniques in raising questions and diversities in teaching strategies. These
performances are mainly motivated by two core ideas of the MPGC---interaction
between learning communities and co-teaching. The teachers’ knowledge in teaching
can be broadened through the learning communities’ information-sharing platforms,
and can also be deepened through real experiences.

Keyword: professional development, mathematics intern teacher, the model of
practical guidance in co-teaching.
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