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Momentum for Pursuing
Excellence: Factors Affecting Preschool

Teachers’ Professional Growth Behavior

Cheng-Hsiung Chu’, Chunn-Ying Lin"

Abstract

Preschools are important places where critical social knowledge and values are
taught. Preschool teachers cannot do a better job without active engagement in
professional growth. However, empirical support on how to motivate teachers’
professional growth has been insufficient. It is difficult for researchers to provide tangible
suggestions on this issue. Based on related literature and empirical evidence, this paper
constructed a theoretical model involving teachers’ teaching beliefs and preschools’
organizational characteristics to examine factors affecting preschool teachers’
professional growth behavior. The research sample comprised of 279 preschool teachers
in the Hualien area surveyed in 2008. Based on research objectives, a theoretical model
and hypotheses were proposed and then validated using multiple regression and path
analysis. Findings indicated that exchange of job experience was the most prevalent
professional growth behavior among preschool teachers in Hualien, and involvement in
education reform was most uncommon. Results of further path analysis suggested that
preschool teachers’ professional growth behavior would depend on organizational
atmosphere and the school principal’s leadership style partly due to the mediating effects

of teaching locus of control and social support.

Key words: organizational atmosphere, leadership style, teaching locus of control, social

support, teacher’s professional growth behavior
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