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An Introduction to Critical Interpretation
of Ancient Text by Dan Zhu: Illustrated
Examples in “Chun-Chiu in Compile Cases”

Mei-Ling Chen®

Abstract

The publication of “Chun-Chiu in Compile Cases” by Dan Zhu symbolizes
development of the study to critical interpretation of ancient text has risen to a brand
new level. The book is diversified not only in content but in methodology, thus it has
been critically-acclaimed throughout the years. However, research reports of the book
are not in abundance nor valuable as the topics are mostly repetitive. Obviously, our
acknowledgment and understanding to the epic is insufficient. Therefore, we should
have monographs to the book to expound its content, so that people can see the value of
this work. In general, all works written by Dan Zhu were lost. “Chun-Chiu in Complies
Cases” was edited and written by Lu Chun. Based on the interpretations of the “Study
of Chun-Chiu” of Dan, it took Lu twenty years to finish editing. Lu’s efforts were not in
vain, the book stimulated the scholars in the Sung Dynasty to appraise the thoughts of
predecessors and to be brave in textual criticism and proposing their opinions. The rise
of textual criticism study in China derived from Dan’s and Lu’s theory. Therefore, we
can see the importance of the two and this book. The following essay is mainly focused
on the achievement of critical interpretation of ancient text of Dan Zhu and the debate
to Dan’s study from the middle-Tang Dynasty and its development. Another focus of
the essay is on the methodology, origin, aspects, and academic achievement of Dan’s

study.

Key words: Chun-Chiu, Dan Zhu, critical interpretation of ancient text

* Doctoral student, Chinese Language and Literature Department, Taipei Municipal University of
Education
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