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A Study on Secondary and Elementary School
Principals’ Perception of Administrative
Ethical Issues and the Influential Factors

in Ethical-Decision Making

Feng-I Feng”

Abstract

The aim of this study is to investigate secondary and elementary school principals’
perception of administrative ethical issues and the factors which influence their ethical
decision making. The research method was survey and there were 790 valid question-
naires. The findings are as follows: 1. The administrative ethical issues that principals
faced were divided into four types: school budget and external relation, the interac-
tion and conflicts between staff members, school personnel and student affairs. What
school principals encountered most often and felt most disturbing were ethical issues
related to school personnel. 2. The school internal factors seemed the most influential
factors to principals’ final choices of their ethical decisions. 3. There were significant
differences in principals’ perception of administrative ethical issues in terms of their
terms of office, experiences in administration, school category, size and location. 4.
The final ethical choices of principals in different locations affected by external factors
were significantly different. Finally, according to the related findings, some sugges-

tions were provided.

Key words: ethical awareness, ethical decision-making, ethical issue
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