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A Self-reflection on Reading, Criticism, and 

Analytical Viewpoints: An Open Ended and 

Pluralist Approach of Studying 
 

Yang Chin-lung* 
 

Abstract 

This essay explores the adoption, in the process of inquiry, of an open ended and 

pluralist approach to studying as well as a critical reflection on the authoritarian patriarchal 

way of thinking.  In April, 2005, the Chairperson of Taiwan Solidarity Union led a group of 

people to pay their tribute to the Yasukuni Shrine of Japan.  With a reflective analysis of 

this event, my essay aims (1) to explicate the possible self-limitation involved in seeing and 

reading, and furthermore (2) to analyze the way of establishing an objective attitude and 

approach of inquiry via the practice of self-criticism.  By a self-analysis and with references 

to relevant studies on this issue, I have examined one’s state of mind at the moment of 

criticism.  My study discloses that, more often than not, critics are unaware of their own 

pretentious viewpoints and, as a serious result, lose the chances of looking for more relevant 

resources and of opening their minds and uncovering new issues.  Such a discussion, it is 

hoped, shall serve primarily as a reminder and guide for the beginning inquirers to move 

beyond his/her gender and ideological boundaries, to build up new perspectives and attitudes 

of study, and to cultivate one’s ability of developing new issues.  Secondarily and indirectly, 

this paper is expected to also help those in the academic world to, more efficiently, keep 

objective stances and meet the basic requirements in their pursuits.     

Keywords: patriarchal way of thinking seeing and reading self-imposed limited 

perspective critical self-examination pluralist and open ended 
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