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Trends in Music Instructional Assessment
and Their Applications in Music General

Education

Curriculum, instruction and assessments are inter-relative in all
levels of schooling, among which assessment plays the essential role
of guiding and summing up instruction. When it comes to music
instructional assessment, its importance lies in that teachers design
assessment-related activities to understand how students learn, to
collect sufficient subjective and objective information to come up with
responding feedback based upon students’ musical behavior, as well as
to motivate students and to make educational decision through it. In
essence, music belongs to the arts disciplines. Music is for aesthetic
education with its auditory nature. Like all other disciplines, it
1nvolves cognitive concepts while also makes a point of psychomotor
learning such as performing, creating and listening, as well as
affective performances such as appreciating and emotional responding.
With its unique nature as stated above, the assessment in music is
regarded as more complex and difficulty compared with other academic
subjects. That is to say, music teachers have to take the goals,
approaches, measures and ways of score analyzing of assessment into

consideration, be it singing, instrument playing, creating or music
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appreciating, while at the same time referring to the affective outcomes
of students to do justice to assessment. Only by doing that can music
teachers know the true results of students’ learning situation and
provide concrete feedback to elevate music teaching and to avoid misuse
of assessment. There are many problem to solve and challenges to conquer
regarding the issues of music instructional assessment. This article
aims to examine the trends in music instructional assessment, hoping
that the findings can shed 1ight on music teaching in general education

for further references.

Keywords: instructional assessment, instructional assessment inmusic,

general education






