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“Ming” and the Construction of Holy World
View in Western Zhou Dynasty

Yen-Chi Yao~

Abstract

In Western Zhou Dynasty, the character Ming conveys not only a holy existence
but holy symbols. Ming does not merely represent the orders or lives used by later
generations. Our knowledge of the tradition of Zhou Wen is mostly based on Ming.
Furthermore, politics, religion and patriarchy, the three dimensions of the holy world
view of people in the Zhou Dynasty, were centered in Ming as well. Ming was fully
practiced by people in the Zhou Dynasty through the construction of culture. Therefore,
the original meaning of Ming is the reason why it is an important concept and focus of

later speech in Chinese philosophy.

Key words: Ming, Destiny, the commands of the king, holy sign, holy symbol,

world view
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