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Analysis of the Word “Wei”
Usage in “Analects of Confucius”

Yung-Qing He®

Abstract

This study discusses the syntax and semantics of the word “Wei” in Analects of
Confucius. The results show that 10 uses of the word “Wei” refer to “review” (talk
about, discuss, talked about, mentioned), accounting for 12.82% of all usage; 16 uses
meant “talk” or “speak”, accounting for 20.51%; 11 uses meant “to tell someone”,

accounting for 14.11%; Finally, 41 uses meant “refer to as”, accounting for 52.56%.

Key words: “Analects of Confucius”, the word “Wei”, the ancient Chinese

language, syntax, semantics
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