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Mandarin Pronunciation Categorization
Guide and Related Research

Yeh, Jiann-Der”

Abstract

Categorization on Mandarin words with multiple pronunciations began in July 1987
with the Ministry of Education's Mandarin Council. The council hired scholars to assist in
the categorization efforts. By May 1994 the first draft was published, set to remain in
circulation for three years. The final book "Mandarin Pronunciation Categorization Guide™
was published in March 1999.

The book received wide use from scholars, educators, and students. In 2009 it was
decided that the Mandarin Council would hold four hearings all over Taiwan, where
concerned parties could express their opinions and requirements for the future development
of this book. The results have been integrated into the first revision, which is set to be
published sometime this year. The Ministry of Education has published the first draft on
December 12, 2012, valid through June 11, 2014. This draft changes 22 characters, listed in
appendix 2.

The purpose of this paper is to provide a comprehensive survey of the issues
surrounding "Mandarin Pronunciation Categorization Guide" and related research in
Mandarin linguistics, in the hopes of guiding prospective researchers in this field and
offering future directions.

Keywords: Polyphony, Read, Also read, Literary pronunciation, Colloquial
pronunciation, Heteronym, Phonetic loan character

* Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature/ Dean, School of Humanities and Arts, Taipei
Municipal University of Education
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