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On Lu Can’s “Re-explanation of Hu
anguo's Commentaries on Spring and
Autumn Annals”

Chang, Hsiao-Sheng

Abstract

“Commentary of Zuo”, “Commentary of Gong Yang” and “Commentary of Gu Liang”
had been the crucial documents that set up the principles to interpret “Spring and Autumn
Annals”. Not until Yuan dynasty, the book of “Commentary on the Spring and Autumn
Annals” written by Song scholar Hu An-guo, was recognized and regarded as the same
importance as the previous three commentaries. The imperial examination in Ming Dynasty
followed Hu’s commentary, hence resulted in an overwhelming impact on the society. The
examination led the trend of “Spring and Autumn Annals” to only focus Hu’s commentary
that could merely narrowed the research of that field instead of broadening it. Some Ming
scholars were aware of it and attempted to break through the limitation. There were two
movements: one was to continue writing commentaries on “Spring and Autumn Annals”; the
other was to denounce Hu’s commentary and to emphasize the current interpretations to the
study of “Spring and Autumn Annals”. Among the latter, Lu Can’s “Re-explanation of Hu
anguo's Commentaries on Spring and Autumn Annals” was one of the most eminent
criticism at his time. In this paper, through textual analysis, I will show the historical,
philosophical background of Lu Can as well as the main content of this book in order to
present one of the facets of Ming’s thought on “Spring and Autumn Annals”. I argue that the
study of criticism to Hu An-guo’s “Commentary of Spring and Autumn Annals” directed to

one new way of looking at “Spring and Autumn Annals”.

Keywords: Lu Can, Re-explanation of Hu anguo's Commentaries on Spring and

Autumn Annals, Hu An-guo, Commentary of Spring and Autumn Annals.

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, University of Taipei.
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